Tracking Climate Change And Its Impacts

Climate scientists attribute most of the warming to increasing levels of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere. These gases warm the Earth’s surface by trapping heat. Water vapor, methane,

nitrous oxide, halocarbons, ozone, and carbon dioxide (CO,) are examples of greenhouse gases.
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California emissions of greenhouse gases have increased by about 10 percent between 1990
and 2004. Over the same period, our population increased by 27 percent and our economy by
47 percent. Despite these increases, emissions per person and per unit of the economic output
have both declined. California emits much less carbon dioxide per person than the rest of the
United States. Among the leading industrialized nations, the state is second only to France in
having the lowest emissions per $1,000 of economic output.
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For more information, visit: www.oehha.ca.gov/multimedia/epic/climateindicators.html
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